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Portrait of the 
New Chair: 
Dianne Hoff 
Since her arrival in September, Dianne Hoff, the First Lady of 
the University of Maine, has 
become very active on campus! In 
addition to serving on numerous 
committees, hosting campus 
events, and attending programs 
and athletic events, she is a 
Maine Center for the Arts board 
Continued on page 2 
Friends 
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Maine Women Writers: A Special Collection 
T he Special Collections Department of Fogler Library has a large collection of works by Maine women 
writers, past and present. Some of the 
early writers were literary pioneers 
and some enjoyed success and 
renown during their lifetimes. Others 
were relatively unknown and their 
works were not appreciated until 
recent times. All provide insight into 
how American literature evolved and 
into the roles of women in early 
American society. 
Known in her day as Madam Wood, 
Sarah Sayward (Barrell) Keating 
Wood was Maine's first novelist. She 
was born in York, District of Maine in 
1759, died in Kennebunk in 1855, 
and during her 96 years published 
five books of fiction, the first being 
Julia and the Illuminated Baron in 
1800. She was also the first American 
writer of Gothic fiction (Stephen 
King's popular style) and the first 
American writer to set a novel in 
Russia. 
Those who followed Madam Wood 
include Ann Sophia Stephens of 
Portland (1813-1886), the first writer 
of that unique American genre, the 
dime novel. Her story Malaeska, the 
Indian Wife of the White Hunter was 
published in 1860 and was advertised 
as "that first complete book of fiction 
ever sold for ten cents." In addition to 
fiction, Ann Stephens wrote The 
Ladies Complete Guide to Crochet, Fancy 
Knitting, and Needlework. She later 
became editor of Grahams and The 
Ladies Companion. 
Elizabeth Oakes Smith of Portland 
(1806-1893) also authored dime 
novels. Her story "The Sagamore of 
Saco" was published in 1868 and told 
of the life of the albino daughter of 
Sir Richard Vines who settled in 
Biddeford Pool in 1616. She wrote 
several other novels plus poetry and 
stories for children. 
Sarah Payson (Willis) Parton (1811-
1872), pseudo Fanny Fern, also of 
Portland was the first woman colum-
nist in the history of journalism. She 
was also the author of stories for 
adults and children, among them 
"Ginger-snaps," "Play-Day Book," 
"Fern Leaves from Fanny's Port-folio," 
and "Ruth Hall, a Domestic Tale of 
the Present Time." In her biographi-
cal account of Fern, Fanny Fern or a 
Pair of Flaming Shoes, Florence 
Bannard Adams recounts how Fern 's 
need to earn a living prompted her to 
enter the journalism field. 
Other early Maine women authors 
include MargaretJane Mussey Sweat 
of Portland, born in 1823. She was the 
wife of Lorenzo Medici Sweat, lived in 
the Sweat mansion which is now part 
of the Portland Museum of Art, and 
wrote the first Sapphic novel. 
Elizabeth Payson Prentiss (1818-1878) 
of Portland and Laura E. Richards of 
Gardiner (1851-1943) were fiction 
writers. Rebecca Sophia Clarke of 
Norridgewock, pseudo Sophie May, 
(1833-1906) wrote the Little Prudy 
series as well as other stories, while 
Kate Douglas Wiggin of Hollis is 
remembered particularly for Rebecca 
of Sunnybrook Farm. 
Continued on page 4 
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The Listening Center 
has a Computer 
Scanner 
T he Fogler Library now houses a workstation with the ability to scan print materials into digital 
format. The workstation currently 
includes a computer with Windows-
based software, and a scanner that 
scans face up, eliminating pressure on 
the bound material. Located in the 
Listening Center on the second floor 
of the Library, it will eventually 
include both Internet and e-mail 
access. 
The Listening Center scanner will 
allow students to incorporate into 
Meet a Work-Study 
Student: Mary 
Thompson 
their presentations and research M ary Thompson is a fourth-year 
projects text, photographs, charts, and psychology student who will be 
other images from all types of library graduating this year. She is involved in 
materials, including those that do not Psi Chi, the national honors society for 
leave the building. The workstation psychology majors, and is a member of 
the Collegiate Chorale and the Athena 
was acquired through an Instructional 
The Olive Tree 
Who's Reading What 
John Alexander, Interim Vice 
President and Provost for Academic 
Mfairs 
• The Last Hurrah by Edwin O'Conner. 
• Snow Falling On Cedars 
by David Guterson. 
• The Loved One by Evelyn Waugh. 
• The Shipping News 
by E. Annie Proulx. 
Virginia R Gibson, Dean, College of 
Business Administration 
• Mozart: A Life 
by Maynard Solomon. 
• The Strange Last Voyage of Donald 
Crowhurst 
by Nicholas Tomalin and Ron Hall. 
• The Chess Garden 
by Brooks Hansen. 
• Intellectual Capital 
by Thomas Stewart. 
Kenneth Nichols, Assistant Professor, 
Department of Public Administration 
• Earth by David Brin 
• Consider This, Senora Consort, two of the Universi 's choral 
-rechnulagy-6 a . "ftre-purpuse'c-rIf'- -==::.:-:~,-=--::-=-=::--=-~..::cc:=---=--:;::::-:-'-;- --/----l'W-lHi'tf'Ft<ett-±k:~ 
groups. She also plays intramural basket- • Locked in the Cabinet 
these grants, which are funded by the ball and softball. Mary hopes to enter 
k by Robert B. Reich. student technology fee, are to rna e graduate school and receive her master's 
technology available tei students and degree in counseling psychology. 
to enhance the teaching and learning Mary works for the circulation/stack 
mission of the University. Many maintenance department at Fogler 
thanks to Jim Bird, Head of the Library. Her responsibilities include 
Science and Engineering Center, and shelving bound journals, books, and 
newspapers. She also works at the check-
Joyce Rumery, Access Services Division out desks. Desk coverage involves check-
Head, for authoring this grant ing out items to patrons, renewing items 
proposal. and answering general questions and 
For more information on the work- concerns about the library. When neces-
station, you can call Joyce Rumery at sary she works on various moving 
581-1676. projects undertaken by the library staff. 
Portrait of the New Chair, from page 1 
member and the chair of Friends of the Fogler Library Board. She has also 
become an active member of the Booster Club of Orono High School, where her 
14-year-old son,jay, is a 9th grader. Before coming to Maine, Dianne Hoffwas a 
school principal for seven years and prior to that she was a high school and middle 
school English teacher for 17 years. She was named Teacher of the Year and later 
Administrator of the Year, and she has coached two national champion dance 
teams. She put her career on hold to come to Maine with her husband, Peter 
Hoff. Dianne Hoff received both her bachelor's and master's degrees from 
Indiana University. She is currently finishing her doctoral dissertation in educa-
tional administration at the University of Louisville, where her specialization is 
school law. The Friends are enthusiastic about Dianne's interest in the library and 
the leadership role she will playas the Chair of the Fogler Library Friends. 
• October Light by John Gardener. 
Muriel Sanford, Department Head, 
Special Collections, Fogler Library 
• Personal History 
by Katherine Graham. 
• Penobscot Man 
by Frank G. Speck. 
• Jane and the Unpleasantness at Seagrave 
Manor: Being the First Jane Austen 
Mystery by Stephanie Barron. 
The Advisory Board 
Committees 
The Advisory Board of the Friends of the 
Library has formed the following 
committees: 
1. Collection Development 
2. Development and Promotion 
3. Internal Finance 
4. Public Service 
5. Project Planning 
A committee on Membership will be 
formed in future. The Board is looking 
for interested volunteers to serve on 
committees. Please contact Dianne Hoff 
at 581-1500 with your preference. 
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UNIVERSITY AUTHORS' RECEPTIONS 
William Baker, Jerome Nadelhaft (both from the History Department) and 
Elaine Albright (Dean of Cultural Affairs and Libraries) at the reception. 
Every two years since the early 1980s, the Library has hosted a reception for members of the University 
community who have authored or edited books. In 1997, the 
reception took place on February 27th, in the Lynch Room 
of the Library. The list of authors and titles included 65 
authors from all areas of the University and 84 works. 
Especially prolific authors included Gordon Donaldson from 
Education and Ken Norris from English with four books 
each. Copies of the list are available by calling the Library 
Administrative offices at 581-1661. 
Ruth Moore: An American Realist 
Editors Note: This article was written by 
Jennifer Craig Pixley, Department of English. 
Ruth Moore (1903-1989) is one of the Maine women writers represented in the Library's Special Collections 
Department. She was born on Gott's 
Island and lived in Maine for most of 
her life. Moore, a popular writer in 
the middle decades of this century, 
wrote thirteen novels and three 
books of poetry. 
Moore was both a good storyteller 
and a trenchant social critic. Raised 
on an island, she was a sharp 
observer of human behavior, and her 
detailed descriptions of life in a small 
coastal village bristle with humor and 
drama. But she was also honest 
about limitations of life in those 
small villages. Before it was popular 
to do so, Moore described the 
inequities that women often face. 
She also wrote about the collapse of 
the once strong fishing and farming 
economy, the loss of family lands to 
people from away, and the shift in 
community values that follows such 
social change. Moore was not a 
romantic; she recognized that the 
way of life that had cohesion and a 
solid foundation was gone forever. 
And though she loved the Maine 
coast, she knew that it is deadly as 
well as beautiful. Her perception of 
the earth was closer to the sublime 
than to the picturesque. 
Ruth Moore always had a small 
group of loyal readers, but it's possi-
ble that a surge of interest in envi-
ronmentalliterature may bring her 
work greater visibility. Moore wrote 
about the depredation of the envi-
ronment in Candlemas Bay (1950) 
and published Second Growth, a novel 
with a decidedly environmental 
theme, in 1962. The pollution of the 
waters and the depletion of the fish-
ing grounds are mentioned in a 
number of Moore's other novels as 
well as in some of her poems. 
How have Moore's well-written 
stories with their prescient observa-
tions about our environment and our 
villages slipped from critical study and 
from the reading public's attention? 
This has occurred partly because we 
have long ignored the tradition of 
women writers' social critique and 
because we have not understood the 
value of a literature of place. However, 
recent scholarship in these areas has 
provided the perspective from which 
to re-examine Moore's work. The crit-
ical study of her early novels has 
begun. 
To assist in this effort in 1996, 
under the auspices of a Women in 
the Curriculum summer grant, I 
completed a research project which 
provides some biographical informa-
tion about Moore's life. This work 
culminated in an essay and a lecture, 
"Homesick for That Place: Ruth 
Moore Writes about Maine." In addi-
tion, Blackberry Books began re-
publishing Moore's early novels in 
1986 and, to date, The Weir, 
Spoonhandle, Candlemas Bay, Speak to 
Ruth Moore (1903-1989), courtesy of 
Esther Trask. 
the Winds and The Walk Down Main 
Street are in print, with The Fire 
Balloon scheduled for publication in 
the near future. Blackberry Books 
also published High Clouds Soaring, 
Storms Driving Low (1993), a collec-
tion of Moore's letters edited and 
introduced by Sanford Phippen. The 
letters provide the inimitable sound 
of Moore's sharp, humorous voice. 
Because of these efforts, Moore's 
novels can be studied, as in fact they 
are at the University of Maine at 
Orono and at the University of 
Southern Maine. 
Ruth Moore would have appreci-
ated this critical attention. During 
her lifetime critics compared her to 
Steinbeck, Caldwell, and Faulkner, 
yet she was labeled a regional writer 
rather than the important American 
realist that she really was. Moore 
detested the epithet "regionalist" 
because it suggested that her work 
Continued on page 4 
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Fogler Library Electronic Reserves Project 
Fogler Library ~taff ~ega~ an Electronic Reserve Project last spring. The purpose of thIS project IS to make course tests and notes available via the 
Internet. Through Mariner, the University of Maine System Library's gateway 
to electronic information resources, students can access course reserve materi-
al from their homes and their dorm rooms. The course documents are pre-
sented in Portable Document Format (PDF). PDF documents can be read on 
Windows, Macintosh and UNIX computers using Adobe Acrobat Reader soft-
ware, which is available free of charge. The project provides access to non-
copyrighted material at present and there are plans to expand to journal arti-
cles and other copyrighted materials in the near future. Electronic reserves 
also provide direct links from course lists in URSUS to individual faculty mem-
bers' course home pages. 
Maine Women Writers, from page 1 
Sarah Orne Jewett (1849-1909) of have been translated into dozens of 
Berwick, one of the best known early languages, and one of her best known 
Maine writers, captured the everyday works, The Prince of Egypt, was later 
lives of country folk in her stories. turned into the movie The Ten 
Celia Thaxter (1835-1894), a poet and Commandments starring Charlton 
artist from Kittery and the Isles of Heston. Tabitha King's fiction works 
Shoals, was a writer of great talent who include The Book of Reuben, Caretakers, 
has often been overlooked. Harriet Small World, The Trap, and Survivor. 
Beecher Stowe of Brunswick (1812- One on One is a story about basketball 
1889) aroused the conscience of a and Pla"ing Like a C' l C' d Bl d tt 
nati' o-n~ -wI'th Uncle Tom's -Cabz'n -a-s-w-e--"l~l ~- / zr " zn ry 0 ge 1 • and the Lawrence Bulldogs SeaSOn of -
as Dred, a Tale of the Great Dismal '93-'94 represents another manifesta-
Swamp. The Pearl of Orr's Island by tion of the author's enthusiasm for the 
Stowe was set in Maine. sport. Other contemporary women 
Local early women writers include writers represented in the collection 
Frances Parker Mace, a poet who was include Constance Hunting, Eleanor 
born in Orono in 1836 and lived in Mayo, Ruth Mendelson, and Ina Ladd 
Bangor and ultimately moved to Brown. Constance Hunting, a poet 
California. She died in 1899. Blanche and writer, also established the 
Willis Howard von Teuffel was born in Puckerbrush Press located in Orono. 
Bangor in 1847 and before her death Works by and about these and other 
in 1898 wrote several books of fiction. Maine women writers can be found in 
Laura]. Curtis Bullard, another fiction Fogler's Special Collections 
writer, lived in Bangor and was writing Department. For more information, 
during the 1850s. please contact Muriel Sanford, Head 
Special Collections also houses the of the Special Collections Department, 
works of many contemporary women at 581-1688. 
writers from Maine. Among them are 
Ruth Moore, Mary Ellen Chase, Gladys 
Hasty Carroll, Elizabeth Coatsworth, 
Rachel Field, Elizabeth Ogilvie, 
Margaret Deland, Louise Dickinson 
Rich, Marguerite Yourcenar, May 
Sarton, and Edna St. Vincent Millay. 
More contemporary women writers 
from the Bangor/Orono area include 
Dorothy Clarke Wilson, who wrote 20 
books including biographies and 
novels as well as 70 plays. Her works 
Ruth Moore, from page 3 
was picturesque, quaint or sentimen-
tal, and she retreated from the pub-
lic eye rather than endure such mis-
understanding. However, she would 
surely be pleased to know that read-
ers today are enjoying her works and 
that she is represented in collections 
of women's writing in Maine and 
beyond. 
4 
New Databases in Art and 
in Family Studies 
The Reference Department has acquired CD-ROM versions of three venerable indexes and 
abstracting sources in the history of 
art. The Bibliography of the History 
of Art (1989 - present) provides 
access to literature of the history of 
art from the post-classical world to 
contemporary movements. The data-
base covers production of all artistic 
media in Europe and the New World, 
including fine arts, folk and popular 
art, architecture and design, photog-
raphy, and decorative and applied 
arts. References to publications are 
written in all languages; subject 
indexes and abstracts are available in 
a choice of French and English. 
Publications indexed include articles 
in more than 2,500 periodicals, 
doctoral dissertations, exhibit and 
dealer's catalogs, monographs and 
collected essays, and festschriften and 
conference proceedings. 
~e bibliegr-af>hy of the-histery of 
art for the period before 1989 is 
accessible through the International 
Repertory of the literature of Art 
(1975-89) and the Repertoire d'Art et 
d'Archaeologie (1973-89) CD ROMs. 
Fogler Library has recently 
subscribed to two on line databases. 
Family Studies Database is an index to 
the literature of family science, 
human ecology, and human develop-
ment from 1970 to the present. Child 
Abuse and Neglect Documents 
Database contains 21,000+ biblio-
graphic citations and abstracts of 
professional literature, primarily of 
U.S. origin. The sources of these 
documents include books, journals, 
government reports, conference 
papers, state annual reports, curric-
ula, and unpublished papers. The 
database covers 1965 to the present. 
All these databases can be 
accessed at workstations in the library 
and from the "Indexes" section of 
MARINER 
(http://libraries.maine.edu/mariner /) . 
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Extended Reference at 
the Science and 
Engineering Center 
Science and Engineering Center librarians are providing extended 
reference sessions in addition to quick 
"ready reference" service. These ses-
sions can last anywhere from ten min-
utes to three hours. They provide 
University of Maine studen ts, faculty, 
staff and others with a chance to dis-
cuss their research needs with a librar-
ian expert in the literature of their 
field. For more information you can 
call 581-1 691. 
Some Readings on 
Women s Studies 
• Regulating the lives of Women: Social 
Welfare Policy from Colonial Times to the 
Present by Mimi Abramovitz. 
• Enlightened Women: Modernist 
Feminism in a Postmodern Age by 
Alison Assister. 
• Business and Feminine Principle by 
Carol R. Frenier. 
• Women and Public Policies: Reassessing 
Gender Politics by Joyce Gelb and 
Merian Lief Palley. 
• Between Monsters, Goddesses, and 
Cyborgs: Feminist Confrontation with 
Science, M edicine and Cyberspace by 
Nina Lykke and Rosi Braidotti. 
• Word of Mouth: Body Language in 
Katherine Mansfield and Virginia Woolf 
by Patricia Moran. 
• Beyond Hierarchy: Gender, Sexuality, 
and the Social Economy by Sarah 
Oerton. 
• Girls, Boys, and Language by Joan 
Swann 
• Homemaking: Women Writers and the 
Politics and Poetics of Home by 
Catherine Wiley and Fiona R. 
Barnes. 
5 
Spanish Cabinet: A Treasure of the Special 
Collections Room 
M r. and Mrs. Harrison Bell of H ancock 
Point Maine have donated 
to the library an antique 
Spanish Baroque 
vargueno, or writing desk, 
which belonged to 
Hannibal Hamlin (1809-
1891) when he served as 
Minister to Spain in 
1881-1882. As seen here, 
the vargueno is fitted with 
a fall front that opens to 
reveal an arrangement of 
carved drawers decorated 
with gilt. Much of the 
exterior and interior has 
wrought metal fittings, 
including locks and carry-
ing handles. The vargueno 
rests on a very decorative , 
four-drawer cupboard. 
This piece is currently housed in the Special Collections Department adjacent 
to the portrait of Ellen Vesta Emory, Hannibal Hamlin's second wife. 
Library Gifts 
If you have been considering making a gift to the 
Library, here are some suggestions: 
Electronic database subscriptions 
Journal subscriptions 
Primary source materials on Maine 
Reference and circulating books 
Patent and Trademark Depository support 
Library furniture and computer workstations 
$5,000 to $28,000/year 
$35 to $5,000/year 
$100 to $5000 
$35 to $1,000 
$35 to $11,000 
$100 to $10,000 
Please contact Dean Albright at 581-1655 for more details about these 
categories or to discuss additional options for giving. 
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FOGLER LIBRARY NEEDS YOU! 
BY BECOMING A FOGLER LIBRARY 
FRIEND, YOU WILL HELP SUSTAIN A 
VALUABLE RESOURCE. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Yes, I wan t to support the collections, pro-
grams and services of the University of Maine 
Fogler Library at the following level: 
o Benefactor, $1000 and over 
o Patron, $500 
o Sponsor, $100 
o Advocate, $60 
o Contributor, $30 
o UMaine Student, $10 
Name 
Address 
City State Zip Code 
Please make checks payable to University of 
Maine/ Library Friends, and return to 5729 
Fogler Library, University of Maine, Orono, 
Maine 04469-5729. 
.......................... 
WE NEED AND LOVE YOUR TAX-DEDUCfrB1£ DONA"J10NS! 
Thank you for your support. 
UN IVERSITY OF MAINE 
FOGLER LIBRARY FRIENDS 
5729 FOGLER LIBRARY 
ORONO , MAINE 0446-5729 
5-6-41584 -4 50 
The Olive Tree 
Message from the Dean 
T his summer promises to be an exciting time for the Fogler Library and its staff. Major renovations, including asbestos removal, installation of fire and safety systems, new lighting, carpeting and overall face lifting activities will be taking place. 
Starting May 18th, the first floor of the 1946 portion of the Library will be 
closed to visitors and all Library functions will be moved to the 1975 addi-
tion. It is anticipated that all work on the first floor of the Fogler Library 
will be completed by the beginning of the school year, but renovations will 
continue on the upper levels throughout 1998 and 1999. I will try to keep 
the Library Friends informed about our progress and share with you some 
of our experiences during the up-coming year. If you are on campus, 
please come by and see for yourself what is happening to your facility. I 
have been pleased with the support you and the Friends have given us and 
look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at the events scheduled 
for the Friends. 
UPCOMING FRIENDS EVENT 
Alumni Reception, Friday, May 29, 1998, 2:00-4:00 p.m., The Special 
Collections Department, Fogler Library. The theme for this year's gathering is 
'The Changing Library 2000 and Beyond." It will be a great time to catch up 
with old friends. 
" 
The Collection oj Fogler Library and the ii&rary at lhe Darling Center, which together comprise the University of Maine Libraries, numbers 
920,000 bound volumes, more lhan 1.4 million microJorms, and 2 million government (U.S. Federal, Canadian, Maine Slate, and 
Agricultural },xperiment Station) documents. The libraries currently subscribe to 5, 400 journals and have standing orders far an addi-
tionall ,500 annual publications. 
The Olive Tree is published by Fogler Library Friends, University of Maine, 5729 Fogler Library, Orono, ME 04469-5729, 
207/581-1655. EdilOr: Sheila Pendse. Contributing to this issue: Mary Casserly and Muriel Sanford. 
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